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violence, it would be welcome. For then no property
would be held by anybody except on behalf of the people
and for the people. A millionaire may have his millions
but he will hold them for the people. The State could
take charge of them, whenever they would need them
for the common cause.

Harijan,  13-3-537

The  Socialists  and  Communists  say  they  can do
nothing to bring about economic equality today. They
will just carry on propaganda in its favour  and to that
end they believe in generating and accentuating hatred.
They say, when they get control over the State they will
enforce   equality. Under   my  plan   the   State   will  be
there to carry out the will of the people, not to dictate
to them or force them to do its will. I shall bring about
economic equality through non-violence, by  converting
the people to my point of view by harnessing the forces
of love as against hatred. I will not wait till I have
converted the whole society to my view but will straight-
away make a beginning with myself. It goes without
saying that I  cannot hope to bring about economic
equality of my conception, if I am the owner of fifty
motor cars or even  of ten  bighas of land. For that I
have to reduce myself to the level of the poorest of the
poor. That is what I have been trying to do for the
last fifty years or more, and so I claim to be a foremost
communist  although  I  make  use  of  cars  and   other
facilities offered to me by the rich. They have no hold
on me and I can shed them at a moment's notice, if
the interests of the masses demand it.
Harijan, 31-3-546

We must have the ability and courage to subsist on
what our soil can give us rather than depend on foreign